A problem of forming ethnic identity is especially important for representatives of the indigenous peoples, as in the current climate of global transformations it is getting increasingly difficult to maintain the uniqueness of traditional cultures under the influence of dominating ones. But at the same time within the culture itself there are many mechanisms, which help to build and maintain ethnic identity. One of such mechanisms is the arts and crafts. The basis for the analysis have been the works of the Krasnoyarsk Territory bone carvers. The authors of the paper open the possibility of this kind of art in the preservation of traditional cultural values, formation of ethnic identity of the indigenous peoples in modern times.
Phenomenon of ethnic identity and mechanisms of its formation
Ethnic identity is formed and defined by various ethnic and social dominants, which are acquired during personal socialization. First and foremost, they are formed in the process of assimilating people's own culture and culture of other nations, in the process of studying history.
Belonging to a certain ethnic group is one of the facets of social identity. In modern Russian psychology, the study of ethnic identity focuses on the changes that occur in it in this era of radical social transformations (Stefanenko, 2003) .
Also, the study of ethnic identity is carried out within the framework of acculturation and cultural conflict theory. The authors stress that ethnic identity becomes meaningful only in situations where several ethnic groups are in close interaction within a certain period of time. For ethnically homogeneous society it is a meaningless concept. Ethnic identity can be understood as an aspect of acculturation, in which the main focus is on the person and how he/she interacts with his/her ethnic group, which is a part of society as a whole (Mikliaeva, Rumiantseva, 2008) .
N.S. Arinushkina examines ethnic identity
as the experience of relationships between "Self" and ethnic environment, its equivalence with one ethnic community and separation from others. The researcher, referring to J. Hoffmann, describes the variations of ethnic identity: racial, biological, climatic and socio-cultural. Cultural identity is seen as close to ethnic identity (Arinushkina, 2004) . This type of identity is a conscious acceptance by human of certain cultural norms, rules, patterns of behavior, value orientations , language, perception of "Self" from the perspective of such cultural characteristics that are accepted, supported by and implemented in this society. Cultural identity is expressed in self-equivalence to the cultural constituent image of a given society. 24-25) refers to the study of ethnic and cultural identity, understood as a complex social and psychological phenomenon, the content of which is the realization by the individual of a communion with the local group on the basis of the shared culture, as well as awareness by the communion of its unity on the same grounds, the psychological experience of this community, and individual and collective forms of its manifestation.
In the analysis of the phenomenon and concept of "identity" and its types, a question about the mechanisms of its formation has been raised anyway. This process has no end point, although some researchers have noted that completed complex identity is formed "by the end of youth and the beginning of middle age" (Guboglo, 2003:41) . During lifetime a person is exposed to various external factors that affect the change of identity. The phenomenon of "identity crisis", that is the state of a person, who has lost in particular, he considers the construction of national identity. The researcher notes that this process is a necessity for democratic actors.
Researcher Iu. Cherniavskaia (2008) , referring to the topic of ethnic identity, says that there is a "turning point" in understanding the basics of this phenomenon. If originally the mechanism for the formation of ethnic identity was linked to kinship (primordialist approach), but at the present stage of development of scientific knowledge scientists are likely to take into account the fact that the source of its formation is cultural phenomena (folklore, art, etc.) . Hence the attention of researchers should be directed not to the study of the genome, but to rituals, customs and folk life and art as a certain identity constructs (constructivist approach).
According to the scientist, ethnic identity has a mythological nature (Cherniavskaia, 2008: 201) . Mythological worldview is set by Relevance of the hermeneutic approach stems from the fact that researchers, supporters of this approach, consider the studied culture not as a passive object, but as an active one. In this case study is a dialogue of equals, in which priority is given to understanding the other. Traditionally, the founders of the hermeneutic direction are C.
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